Erythropoietic protoporphyria--report of a family and clinical review.
Three cases of erythropoietic protoporphyria are reviewed. The three patients constitute members of one family. The protoporphyrin content of the red blood cells was high, but porphyrins and their precursors in the urine and faeces were not excessive. Other normal members of the family did not reveal high protoporphyrin content in the red blood cells. Clinical symptoms were itching, swelling, shallow depressed scars and waxy yellow discoloration on the face and brown pigmentation and thickness on the back of the hands after exposure to the sun. The microscopic findings from skin biopsy specimens of the lesions resembled changes of the lipoid proteinosis.